This Trick is Probably the Most Important Thing you Need to Know About Debugging Tests and Code!

Here is a quick overview…
· F9 – on a line of code in the test
· Right click on the test and select debug test
· F10 to step through line by line
· F11 to step into any middle layer code

So, let’s work through an example.
Press F9 in your test to generate a break point like so…
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Now right click on the test and select debug tests…
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Visual Studio should then stop at the break point with yellow highlighting…
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Press F11  to step into the middle layer code for the validation method.
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Now press F10 to step line by line through the function.
When the following line is highlighted, stop and inspect the data value about to be assigned…
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[bookmark: _GoBack]To inspect the value of any variable just hold the mouse over the variable and the debugger will tell you what data it contains.
The string variable DateAdded contains the text data “this is not a date!”.
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The assignment operation is about to convert that data to a date value and assign it to the variable DateTemp.
Here is where the problem lies.
Press F10 one more time and watch the program crash…
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//copy the dateAdded value to the DateTemp varisble

if (DateTemp < DateTime.Now.Date)
{

//record the error





image7.png
Error = Error +

"The house no must be less than 6 characters

1
T
R

oot ke oy AR

F & FormatException was unhandied by user code
Jrecord the error

e e o he dste camnot be in| An exception of type System FormatException’ occurred in mscoriib.dll but was not handled in user code
) onal information: The sting was ot recognized s a valid DateTime, There s an unknown word starting at
Jlcheck to see if the date is greater than| 0dtionalinformation: The string was not recognized D e E e
if (DateTemp > DateTine.Now.Date) Troubleshooting tips:

 od the eror Wheh comverting & ina to DateT e, paree The Sim 1o 1ake Fhe date before puFing,cach verable 1o, fhe Datel e Gbjeck) A





image1.png
[Testhethod]
ol
public void DateAddedInvalidpata()

{

//create an instance of the class we want to create
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//copy the dateadded value to the DateTemp varisble

bateTemp = Convert.ToDateTime(dateadded);

if (DateTemp < DateTine.liow.Date)

{
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//record the error




